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Crete hosts three important nesting areas for loggerhead sea turtles in Rethymno, the Bay of 
Chania and the Bay of Messara. ARCHELON has been running conservation projects in these 
areas since their discovery in 1989 – 1990. An important element of these projects is the 
environmental education and outreach program which will be the focus of the present paper.  
The main aim of ARCHELON’s education and outreach program on Crete is to provide 
information about sea turtles, as well as the dangers they face for their survival. These 
threats have to do with the negative impact of tourism development, as well as increased 
mortality as a result of their accidental capture in fishing gear. A successful education and 
outreach program depends on the ability to reach many different target groups, each of 
whom represents a different aspect of the issue: tourists, workers in the tourism industry, 
local communities, children, fishermen and their families, local authorities, etc. As marine 
turtles are such a charismatic species, they are used by ARCHELON as a means to promote 
the protection of the natural environment in general through the public adopting practices 
that are not harmful to the environment – or the turtles. Further, a successful education and 
outreach program will also increase support towards the protection of sea turtles among the 
local communities and all involved stakeholders, thus preparing the ground for the initiation 
and application of collaborations to that effect. To achieve the above, ARCHELON utilizes 
several means: during the summer, the peak of both nesting and tourist season, education 
activities focus mainly on tourists – even though the local community also benefits. Three 
information stations, at strategic locations in Rethymno, Chania and Matala, reach about 
50,000 people annually. Slide presentations, designed both for children and adults, are given 
within tourist facilities along the nesting beaches reaching about 15,000 people. Information 
is also provided during field work (10,000 informed per season). The local community is 
informed throughout the year, through the media in the form of press releases, articles or 
interviews or through participation in local events. ARCHELON has also been carrying out a 
year-round environmental education program for school children with live presentations or 
the use of portable educational kits. In 2005, in the course of a LIFE-Nature Program, 
ARCHELON established an Environmental Centre in Pangalohori, Rethymno, which has since 
informed more than 4,000 students. ARCHELON’s portable exhibition, titled “Fishermen and 
Turtles” has been instrumental in reaching people in other areas throughout the island. 
Finally, special presentations, designed for workers in the tourism industry and local 
authority representatives are also regularly given usually before the start of the nesting 
season. In conclusion, ARCHELON’s environmental education and outreach program reaches 
200,000 people per year and has been very useful in reducing the pressure on the turtles on 
the beach at night, achieving collaborations with all the stakeholders and more importantly 
gaining the support and respect of the general public with regards to the protection of sea 
turtles on the island.  
 


